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I.—Fore1en PoLirics, 


‘ d Gauhari Asfi of the 31st July has the following :— 
aiden Wise the action of the . British Bormaauies as 
The Soudan and frontier ex- yegards the Indian frontier has been strongly con- 

amcnaiil demned by the press both here and in England, 
there seems to be no one to ask why England 1s spending so much money on 
the Soudan expedition. England has not contributed a single farthing 
towards tle cost of the frontier expedition, which was undertaken for the 
benefit of her Indian Empire, but she has advanced 800,000 sterling pounds 
to defray the cost of the Soudan expedition. The Soudan expedition will, if 
successful, enrich Egypt. But one is ata loss to understand what benefit 
either England or India has derived from the frontier expeditions which 
instead of enriching India have made her very poor. 

2. The Hablul Mateen of the 1st August has the following :— 


The Amir is bent upon having a direct commn- . 


The Amir’s attitude towards the jjication with Englan by keeping an Ambassador 
ashes tasecesiachoonanue in London. His Highness sent Prince Nusrulla 
Khan to England to convince Her Majesty’s Government of the necessity of 
establishing a relation between the two Kingdoms, which would be entirely 
independent of.her Indian Government. But the Prince was not successful 
in his mission, and the frontier war broke out in consequence. A rumour is 
afloat that the Amir will send an embassy to London to have the question 
finally decided. If it returns unsuccessful, the Indian Government will have 
another frontier rising to quell. In a word, there will be no peace in the 
frontier so long as the Amir does not see himself independent of the Govern- 
ment of India. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


8. The Tripura Hitaishi for the Ist fortnight of Sravan says that the 
badmashes of the Brahmanbaria subdivision have 
again become rampant. Old offenders should be 
severely dealt with. It is hoped that the Subdivisional Officer will attend to 
the work of putting down these dadmashes. 

4. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 25th July complains 
that at about 5 or 5-30 P, M. on the 13th July last, 
some badmashes attacked the house of a gentleman 
of Gharinda near Tangail town, in the ane 
district, with the object of assaulting him. But the gentleman having hid 
himself, the badmashes hroke down all fences, &c., and took away whatever 
they could lay their hands on. Another similar outrage was committed by the 
badmashes the same evening in the same village. The matter was reported to 
the police the next morning, but they took no notice of it. 

5. A correspondent of the Sanjay of the 29th July says that the last of 
the series of murders, which have, within a very 
short time, horritied the people of Pangsa in the 
Fsridpur district, was perpetrated on the night of 
the 15th July last near Railghata, the victim being an unfortunate woman, by 
name Subhadra. T'he Pangsa police have, as might be expected, failed to 
detect the offender. Considering that the local police have failed to trace the 
culprits in the Maguradangi, the Kaunkhali, the Shaikh-Pearadangi and the 
Railghata murder cases successively, it is time that the authorities employed 


an efficient detective officer to investigate the cases, and allayed the fear of the 
public by bringing the offenders to justice. 


Badmashes in Brahmanbaria. 


Badmashi in a village in the 
Mymensingh district. 


Untraced murders in the Farid- 
pur district. 


6. Thanks to the exertions of Mr. Allen, the District Magistrate of the | 


‘. oe ; 24-Parganas, writes the Hitavadi of the 29th J uly, 
diersat Dum-Dum.  —=s«¢@ Oppression committed by the European soldiers 
belonging to the West Kent Regiment stationed 

at Dum-Dum was put a stop to, but these soldiers have again taken to com- 
mitting oppression. ‘They have made it a point not to allow any one passing 
by the cantonment to have an umbrella with him, Lately one of them gave 
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a slap to a native contractor for opening en umbrella. ‘he contractor. com. 
plained to the Cantonment Magistrate, but he could take no action, as the 
complainant did not know the name or the number of the soldier. It isto be 
hoped that Mr. Allen will again try to put a stop to the commission of such 
oppression. 

7. The Kasipur Nivesi of the 30th July says that if the Agarpur 


. Outpost in the Backergunge district is removed to 

seule Rebuaienis ith. Muladi, and Ujirpur, Shikarpur and the neigh- 

bouring villages are transferred to the jurisdiction 

of the Gaurnadi thana, crime will become prevalent in the latter villages and 

on the canal. In the hot season, in particular, when the canal leading to 

Gaurnadi becomes dry, it will take the police much time to come to places 

like Jhalokati for investigation, and this delay will have a prejudicial effect. 

specially in murder cases. It is, therefore, hoped that if the Agarpur outpost is 
removed, an outpost will be set up in Purana Bazar in Ujirpur. 


8. The Dacca Prakash of the 3ist July says that whilst many poor 
prostitutes of Dacca and Narainganj have been 
punished according to the law for making young 
girls take to prostitution, no proceedings have yet 
been taken against the kept woman of a Deputy Collector, although she makes 
her young daughters earn money by prostitution. Is it the object of the law to 
punish only the poor women who transgress it? And does the prowess of the 
Brahmos, who are anxious to reclaim unfortunate women from their career of 
sin, consist only in getting poor prostitutes punished ? 


9. A correspondent of the Basumati of the 4th August, writing from 
The dafad Rajnagar in the Malda district, saysthat one dafadar 
e dafadar system. , é 

is set there over every ten chaukidars. The pay of 

these dafadars has been raised from 5 to 7 rupees. The villagers are hardly 

able to procure their daily meal, and yet they have to pay 4 or 5 pice every 

month in the shape of the chaukidari tax. These dafadars are not to be found 

in the mauza even for asingle day. Indeed, they never stir out of their homes, 

The present manner of realising the chaukidari tax is productive of great hard- 

ship. It would be more udvantageous to the people to realise it as the road and 
public works cesses are realised. 


Prostitution by young girls in 
Dacca. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


10. The Tripura Hitaishi, for the first fortnight of Sravan, remarks as 
follows on the sentence passed in the Barrackpore 
case :— 

We are very much pleased with the justice done by the Chief Justice. 
Fortunately for Bengal, two officials worthy of respect have made their appear- 
ance, namely, the Lieutenant-Governor and the Chief Justice. If the country 
is governed by such officials, it will be really as happy a kingdom as that ruled 
over by the model king, Ram. 

11. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 26th July has the following :-— 

We were anxious to see the result of the 

. a result of the Barrackpore Barrackpore case, a8 we were not without fear that 
the accused might be let off in consideration of 

their white skin. The challenging of every native, who was called as a juror 
and the empannelling of a jury consisting exclusively of Europeans, together 
with the favour shown to the accused in the court-room, served only to increase 
our fear. But, thanks to Sir Francis Maclean’s sense of justice, we have 
not only been freed from that fear, but have come to see that Europeans may 
be severely punished for killing natives. The case has demonstrated to us that 
it is not every Englishman whose sense of justice has been lost in a strong 
partiality for his own countrymen, and who therefore fails to administer justice 
impartially between his own countrymen and others. The result of the trial 
has given universal satisfaction in India, although the accused, who were 
charged with a most atrocious murder have not been sentenced to capital 
punishment. The Anglo-Indian papers themselves, with the exception of the 
Indian Daily News, have looked silently on, though three of their countrymen 
have been punished for the trifling offence of killing a native. Theonly Anglo- 


The Barrackpore case. 


( 719 ) 


Indian pa which has raised its voice against the finding of the court, 
failing ho sdvanee any other objection, says that Sures Chandra may have met 
with death in consequence of a kick from a horse, quite forgetting that the 
horses were driven away from the place oy before Sures Babu came out of 
his dispensary. Whatever the views of the Indian Daily News may be, the 
silence of the Englishman is an indication that the European community have 
not been dissatisfied with the result of the trial, A ee the punishment 
inflicted has been inadequate, we are satisfied with it, only because it will 
have the effect of checking at least for some time the impression which has 
gained ground that Europeans may commit oppression on natives with perfect 
impunity, and of henceforward making Europeans think twice before the 
kick or shoot a native. We will consider ourselves benefited in no small 
a degree if, at least so long as Sir Francis Maclean sits at the head of the High 
Court Bench, the result of the Barrackpore case deters Europeans from freely 
oppressing natives. We thank Sir Francis for his courage, uprightness and 
sympathy with natives, and the European jurors, who tried the case, for their 
strong sense of duty. The Indians want no favour but bare justice, and will 
be grateful to Englishmen, if the latter treat their rights and privileges with 
justice, and forbear from committing unjust oppression upon them. 


12. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 27th July says that, thanks to Sir 

ini asi aie es Mai Francis Maclean’s large-heartedness, impartiality 

me OO MarrackPore and strength in rising above race considerations, 

the groundless impression in the native mind that 

Evropeans even when charged with murder escape punishment has been com- 

pletely removed. Sir Francis’ praise is being loudly sung in every household 

in India to-day, and the Indians are to-day enjoying the happiness of living 
under British rule. 


13. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 29th July has the following :— 
ee ee a ee eee No Judge ever before dared to utter from his 
Barrackpore trial. seat the words which the present Chief Justice of 
the High Court addressed to the jury in the course 
of the Barrackpore case. His Lordship said :— The humblest and the poorest 
native of the land is entitled to the same consideration, the same law, as the 
highest European in the land.” 

His Lordship himself sat to try the case, and no Judge of the High Court 
had ever before delivered a charge to the jury with such gravity and argument- 
ative vigour, in a language so forcible, and with a large-heartedness so befitting 
the Bench, as characterised Sir Francis Maclean’s charge to the jury. All 
India, with its vast Hinde and Muhammadan population, feels grateful to His 
Lordship for the right use he has made of his power as the first Judge of the 
highest tribunal in Bengal. The Indians would have little to complain of if 
rg? judicial officer in this country were as courageous, just and generous as 
Sir Francis Maclean has proved himself. It is no wonder that the result of the 
Barrackpore case has led the people to congratulate the High Court and bless 
Sir Francis Maclean. : 


Praise to you O Maclean! you are a model Englishman, and a reall 
great man. ‘I'he spirit of Sures Chandra, now free from its earthly coil, 1s 
blessing you from heaven for your upright administration of justice, which has 
also been a solace to the bereaved relatives of the deceased io the midst of their 
sorrow. A high-minded Judge like Sir Francis Maclean is an ornament to 
Her Majesty’s judiciary. Sir Francis has fully maintained the glory and 
prestige of the crown and sceptre which he had before him when conducting the 
trial, Indeed, the seat which once felt proud of such men as Mordaunt Wells 
and Peacock, has now cause to feel still more proud of such a man as Sir 
Francis Maclean. May Sir Francis be blessed, A may Almighty God give 
him health and strength to wield the sceptre of justice so as to protect the good 
and chastise the wicked ! 


14. The Sanjay of the 29th July says that it was never even dreamt that 
Sir Francis Maclean in the *2° BW Chief Justice, ignorant of the country and 


Barrackpore case. surrounded: by his own countrymen as he is, would 
isplay such moral courage as was 
that a man possessed of Sir Francis 


be able to 
shown in the Barrackpore case. The fact 
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Maclean’s sense of duty is sitting as a Judge in the highest tribunal of the proy. 
ince has greatly re-assured the people. May God give him health to grace re 
High Court Bench for a long time. 

HrravaDl, 15. The Hitavadi of the 29th July writes as follows :— 


July 20th, 1898. = Maulvi Fazlul Karim, Subdivisional Officer of 
Jieedaon Munshiganj, in the Dacca district, has made it 


impossible for people to sail in a boat in the Munshi- 
ganj khal. This khal is a narrow one, and it isimpossible for a boat to suil in it 


without brusning another boat going alongside of it. The Maulvi Sahib is in 
the habit of prosecuting and fining not only owners of boats which brush his 
own boat, but any and every one whose boat may happen to brush another 
boat. Here are a few instances to show how the Subdivisional Officer is prose- 
cuting and fining boat-men for what he calls rash navigation :— 

(1) Last year the Deputy Magistrate’s budgerow brushed two dingis 
anchored at the ghat of a local pleader. The Deputy Magistrate ordered his 
men to impound the dingis. The dingis were, however, returned to the owner 
at his earnest solicitation. 

(2) Another day the Maulvi’s budcerow came into contact with the boat 
of one Samed Ali. The man was prosecuted under section 352 of the Penal 
Code and sentenced to one week’s imprisonment. | 

(3) On the 27th June last the boat of a Musalman brushed the boat of a 
vaccination inspector. The man was prosecuted and fined Rs. 20. The 
Deputy Magistrate observéd during the trial of the case that the people of that 
place were in the habit of bringing their boats into contact with other boats, 

(4) On the 8th July last the boat of some raiyats belonging to the estate 
of Mr. Justice Chunder Madhav Ghosh brushed the boat of the Deputy Magis- 
trate in the dark of the night, The men were prosecuted under section 283 
and fined Rs. 17. 

(5) The same day one Alimuddi was fined Rs. 7 for a similar offence. 

Such oppression is committed upon low class and ignorant people, who 
have not courage and intelligence enough to bring their grievances to the 
notice of the higher authorities. They, therefore, put up with the oppression in 
silence. If the kind-hearted Sir John Woodburn takes the trouble to enquire 
into these grievances, he will be convinced of their truth. We hope Sir John 
Woodburn will not hesitate to remove the grievances of these people. 

Hitavant. 16. The same paper has the following :-— 

There must have been some change in the. 
editorial management of the Indian Daily News, for 
it is our conviction that the ravings which have 
appeared in its columns with reference to the decision in the Barrackpore case 
Va iay) could not have proceeded from the pen of an educated gentleman like Mr. 
re | Graham. This is what our contemporary has written :— 

| 24 ‘Tt is possible that in running by they pushed him over as they ran. It 
. it is possible that he was hit by a brick intended for the soldiers; it is possible 
» ie he was kicked by the horse, who was sent away fifty miles to Ranaghat; but it 
Bf is almost impossible to believe the evidence that he was kicked to death on the 

ound. 

oi It is unnecessary to fully examine the wisdom and intelligence which our 
contemporary has displayed in this suggestion of possibilities. If the accused 
soldiers had received the advice of our contemporary before the decision of their 
case, they would have certainly urged the arguments which have been put 
forward by him. Jt is a pity that the soldiers lost, by their own negligence, such 
valuable advice. They did not certainly know that such a valuable amateur 
attorney lay concealed in the office of the Indian Daily News, like fire concealed 
within ashes. 
El The editor of the Indian Datly News seems to be as much possessed of 8 
|} Re | keen insight as he is clever in divining possibilities. We cannot also help 
eh raising him for the breadth of his sympathy. He has‘no sympathy to spare 
Hit or the innocent gentleman who was attacked and killed by the soldiers, - all his 
iB mpathy being monopolised by those who were the cuuse of his untimely 
ii. 3 eath, and of whose guilt nine of their countrymen were convinced. 

ES The impression has taken possession of the public mind that justice is not 
14a aaa done in a case in which a European is accused of murdering a native. We 
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cannot, say that this impression is entirely without a foundation. This.is the 
yeason. reed a = pained to see a bichar bbhrat a muddle in the trial of such.p 
case,. It is twenty years since the sailor, George Nairns was sentenced to death 
for murdering e native police officer. — Since then no other European murderer 
of a native has been sentenced to capital punishment. _ There would have been 
vreat discontent in the public mind if the three soldiers in question had been 
uitted either through some confusion in the evidence or through some. legal 


qulating, This is why the public are elated with joy at seeing the justice 


which has been done by Sir Francis Maclean. Many are plainly giving out 
that justice would not have been done in the case if an impartial and s irited 
Judge like Sir Francis Maclean had not been entrusted with its trial, This is 
the reason why so many people are singing the Uhief Justice’s praise. Let the 
Indian Daily News say what it will, there is no one in the country who will say 


that the sentence passed on the accused has been a severe one. If anyone has 


said the contrary to the /ndian Daily News, he has said what is not true in 
order to please him. A man’s existence is effaced from the world and his 
murderers are sentenced to imprisoument—and. the sentence is a severe one! 
The Indian Datly News says again and again that the sentence passed on 
the accused has been severe. In our opinion, the sentence is not at all severe, 
According to the practice prevailing in the Indian law courts, when a man 
accused of a serious offence is convicted of a less serious offence, he is generally 
sentenced to the maximum punishment prescribed by the law for the offence 


‘of which he is convicted. In the present case the accused were charged with 


murder and were convicted of grievous hurt. The court has done well in 
sentencing them to the highest punishment prescribed for grievous hurt. 
We would not have taken the trouble to criticise in this way the chaff 
ublished in the Indian Daily News if there had not been some reason to do so, 
There is a class of Anglo Indians and Eurasians who think in the same way as 
the Indian Daily News. A paper worthless and devoid of all sense of respunsi- 
bility like the Indian Daily News may directly or indirectly find fault with the 
Judge and the jury without the possibility of doing any harm, but it will be a 
great regret if a certain class of Kurasians and Angio-Indians are led by it to 
entertain an erroneous opinion about the decision in the case under notice. 
National differences, differences in opinion, and party spirit may create friend- 
ship as well as enmity, but ny are certainly guilty of somethirg worse than 
partiality who conceal truth and obstruct the course of justice, Fie to the eda- 
wig of such people, fie tou their enlightenment, fie to the company they 
eep! | 

Pir . The Prattkar of the 29th July says that the Chief Justice’s charge to 
the jury and bis address to the accused in passing 
sentence in the Barrackpore case will be indelibly 
recorded in the hearts of the people of Bengal. 

18. The Bangavasi of the 30th July gives a portrait of Sir Francis 
eee Maclean and has the following on his decision in the 
mi... Bn ara inthe Barrackpore case :— ee Ge 
| Look at that portrait of Sir Francis Maclean, 
the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, whose just decision has given 
great satisfaction to Bengal, Bihar and Urissa and has pleased the Psoneer of 
Allahabad as well as the Times of India of distant Bombay. Look at that 
benign appearance, that tall figure of the Chief Justice, who is able to make 
seeds of reverence and affection germinate in the dry and dreary desert 
of the Bengali heart, and whose nectar-like words quench its thirst. 

_ The murder of Sures Chandra Sarkar by European soldiers had greatly 
agitated the public and terrified not a few of them, Many even went the 
length of saying that the country would be made too hot for them if the 
three soldiers, accused of the murder were acquitted, either through negligence 
in conducting the case or through some mistake on the part of the Judge, 
The Judge, the jury and the prisoners being Europeans, wky should not tlie 

rigsoners be pin pe ? These or similar wordg were itt every mouth, and a hot 
ussion raged over the question for four months, in which all, old and young, 


The Chief Justice in the Bar- 
rack pore case. 


men, women and children, took part. All were full of anxiety and expecta- 
tion., All were in a feverish excitement to know the result of the trial, The 
public waited from day to day for the publication of the proceedings of the, 


‘ave 


* PRATIKAR, 
Jaly 29th, 1898. 


BanGavasi, 
July 80th, 1898. 


a > . — os — * > “ 
. tae : = 
ee ALLO OR AEA af inf : ‘ i 
ac ae amen cat, NG < a 


“*s 
. a esa 


arcs? ea Ooh} ea = a) = her 
5 R wee ‘ a 
oso. 
. . : ~~ eS are 
. ; 
a - 


° Oey m1 eye, PE tea y 
7 ) . an’, " = ~ - 
Poke ism 3 ‘ ‘ ‘ : “ ‘ ; 2, Oi ; Pes By esa yz CE OP BC ie cite = A EN eee AEN YP ROE ‘ oS er Oe ‘ 
4 wv a ee é pike Fear : i Ars A RG a pre = od , Pian Tene S . - Ree, Mes ‘ag hia Die YS at a ae ~ a Pee 3D hak ethan. Se +3 Reh. yt 
. > sad c - » > te ; 4 to iS ivet! Kita : Mey 2 * Ri es ms : =i : 70 SBS i oN re a a Th 
yas i ‘ ; f io -2 ee a ee CTS eS «RE He ae WP irene rule trata th Sion I ee aS Sp A eg eae Read he Paar ae ee - . rm fe eg SOND a onl te ait ain a Se Oe eee a na é Yu 0 Russia ws no : : 
LOO he a tat re ore ae eee eee eS ee aint bs yeas « Le Ie, TD a es vee : » ena a> 1 oa) irl Ft eae, ed ; : Nessie *. i op . Sg vo" aa = hw. Sa | ae mete ees PU es Rest. ts 
in I ° sig : png ee Tey, ONES: Ti ses Fy OLIN) Lo OCS EDT ELE si eae ; , : : s : PApey ak Se ei Se a yc ud agin ORD ies Se f ccnpen Sey ROL eh alte es = _ 
: hee ee eee Ue gee ars anh ~ ~ “4 ° ¥ . 

Fe , 


JYOTI, 
July 28th, 1898. 


EpvucaTION 
GAZETTE, 


July 29th, 1898. 


M181R-0-SUDHAKAR, 
July 29th, 1898, 


( me ) 


trial in the daily newspapers, and attentively pored over them' and criticinsa 
the’ contents, Some even went the length of ‘laying a wager “upon the 
decision in the case. Some said that the decision would: be ‘in ‘favour: op 
acquittal, Others said that it would be: one’ for’ conviction. | There’ wis thns 
a difference of opinion, and there was a quarrel over this difference. Tha 
slight discrepancies in the deposition of some of the witnesses for thé’ pros 
tion confirmed many in the opinion that the soldiers were suré to ‘ba 
acquitted. The far-sighted among the public feared that the acquittal of théss 
soldiers was likely to lead to the commission of further murder of'‘nativeg ‘} 
European soldiers. The short-sighted among the public actually ahuddent 
to think of the consequences if there were an acquittal. When, therefore: it 
was announced one evening that the soldiers had been convicted. and sentenced 
to seven years’ imprisonment each, the public were slow to believe the news, 
One could not easily believe that Englishmen with their love for their dountry- 
men should so severely punish three of the latter. But alas! these ray? M 
not know that Englishmen, great as is their love for their countrymen, possess 
a strong sense of ‘duty, unflinching honesty and strict impartiality. It is these 
three qualities which have made the English nation the lord of the world, 
the rulers of India. English dominion will remain intact so long as these 
three qualities exist. Arms and brute force alone cannot subjugate @ people. - 
Strict impartiality is the secret of winning the Indian heart and Englishmen 
are ever victorious because they knuw how to make a proper use of im- 
partiality. ees, eC) Atoll ty 
Sir Francis Maclean is a model Englishman, and English bravery and 
English prosperity are all due to the fact that such ideal men are born ih 


England. meine Englishman ought to offer flowers of love end effection to 


this ideal Englishman, Sir Francis Maclean. - Scat 

The Engishman has expressed no opinion on the decision in the Barrack- 
pore case. ‘The Stztesman also is silent. But the Jndian Vaily News is making 
sly hints at the Chief Justice and is still trying to prove that the convicted 
soldiers are quite innocent. - But the Englishman, the Statesman and the Indian 
Daily News, every Englishman in fact, ought to know that Sir Francis 
Maclean is an ideal Judge,'and that it is on account of the existence of such 
ideal men in England that that country has attained success yg? yr se? 
on land and water and up in the sky—and has been blessed with all the six 
highest possessions spoken of in the Sastras. Every Englishman should, as'we 


have already said, shower flowers uvon this model man, Sir Francis Maclean.’ . 
(d)—Educaticn. | e 


19. -The Jyoti of the 28th July has been alarmed to hear of the Divisional 

. cael Commissioner’s proposal to cut down the educational 
Obittagene’ District yes » Sn : expenditure of the Chittagon g District Board. If 
tional expenditure. — this proposal is carried into effeet, the igaen 
district will have to close ninety-nine per cent. .¢ 
its primary schools, and three-fourths of the boys of school-going age, who 
are unable to pay for their own education, will have to go without any educa- 
tion whatever. ‘The result in a short time will be not only dn educational 
retrogression of the district, but a fearful recrudescence of crime among the 


‘ 


lower classes. . | | 


20. The Education Gazette of the 29th July contains the first of what 18 
intended to be a series of articles on the spread of 
public education in England, an article explaining 
the value of drawing as a subject of study gener- 
ally and as an aid to agricultural education, and an article on the use and 
advantages of mathematical studies, = hore ene serra s 
21. The Mthir-o-Sudhatar of the 29th July hopes that on the opening. of 
the Elliott Madrassa Hostel, the old boarding 
establishment in connection with the Calcutta 
Madrassa will not be closed, as its abolition’ will 
deprive many poor Muhammadan boys, who now pat up at the boarding, and 
who will be unable to bear the higher cost of the néw hostel, of the opportu- 
nities of education. The new hostel should be intended for the richer and the 
old boarding for the poorer boys, ee ws ares 


Educational articles in the Edu- 
cation Gazette. 


The old boarding and the Elliott 
Hostel in the Calcutta Madrassa. 


- its own religion to the Indian people, and in order to remedy t 
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madan’ as the Superintendent of the hostel.’ ‘Every’ Musalman wishes ‘tha 


his ‘sons may receive some religious and moral education in théir schodl-boy 


regards the boys. who will come for educa ion to the Calcutta 
Sf vasoa' that gnd oti ‘be scared only by placing them in the hostel ‘under the 
charge of a religious man. If proper care 8 not taken in filling up the 
Superintendentship and an irreligious man 18 8 pointed to the post, the - hostel 
will do more harm than good to the Muhummadap community. rae 
29. The Bangavast of the: 30th July has the following: —- = Me 
: Pin The British Government has had now to repent 
Godless education in India and of the introduction into this country of the English 
the movement for correcting it. sy shonn of 6 ducation—the system O education, that 
is, which is much after its own heart, Itis natural that the Government should 
be set a-thinking to see the people godless, irreligious and given to luxury. 
The Christian Government, true to its vow of religious uring & cannot preach 
e defect in its 
educational system, it is now attempting the vain and fruitless task of impart- 
ing a godless moral education to its subjects. The ‘Calcutta University 
Institute” is a sad result of this vain attempt. Sad, because the boys, as a 
consequence of this attempt, receive little or no moral education, but are taught 
fashionable habits and fashionable games. The education of a boy is thus 
gradually becoming an expensive affair. A ri, sf Magistrate, drawing a pay 
of Rs. 300 a month, has to support three hundred dependants, has. to marry 
half-a-dozen daughters and to educate a couple of sons on the fashionable 
line—to get him admitted into the Presidency College, to keep him in the 
Hindu Hostel, to pay for his ruinously expensive games and pastimes, such as 
hockey and golf, football and cricket and bicycle. Over and above this, he 
has to pay the doctor’s fees and high prices of European medicines. Are we 
not, then, justified in regarding all this as a sad consequence of the- present 
system of education? == | ae | 
In a poor country like India, the cheaper are education and enlightenment, 
the better for their recipients. Our old national games cost us nothing. For 
ha-du-au one required nothing besides his limbs. For dandga guli all that “was 
required were two mage of wood. Poor as we are, we can ill afford to pay 
Rs. 25 for a bat, Rs, 5 for a’ ball and Rs. 15 for a wicket. It does not look 
well on our part to indulge in such costly games. The fond parents, no 
doubt, starve themselves in order to gratify the whims and caprices of their 
sons, but the future prospects of the sons become ruined for ever. ... 
As for the recipient of this godless education, he is a strange product of 
man and nature. He knows nothing of religion, he does not observe religious 
practices, he is an absolute stranger to humility.. A couple of lectures ‘on 
religion delivered by Bhai Pratap Chandra Majumdar or Justice Gurudas 
Banerji are not expected to make one religious or a staunch believer in God. 
The Indian gauresigg’ L in the fullness of his youth and in the fullest develop- 
ment of his senses, has never been and will never be successfully taught 
religion in the luxurious surroundings of a hall effulgent with gas-light, cooled 
by the punkha and adorned by the presence of European ladies and getitle- 
men. In our opinion, therefore, all these attempts to teach the Indian youth 
religion and morality are at best fruitless attempts, and we cannot feel grateful 
to the British Government for its persistence in these fruitless attempts to teach 


an 7 and morality to the Indian youth. | 
'__ We know that the meetings of the Calcutta University Institute are graced 
with the presence of such high officials as the Governor-General and the 
Lieutenant-Governor, we know that from one end of the Empire to the 
other all thoughtful English officials are discussing the question of givin reli- 
gious education to the Indian youth. But will these boys, we ask, who are 
receiving this so-called higher training, be ever fit for anything else than 
begging for service, petty-fogging in the law courts, or practising quackery in 
the arena of medicine? Will they ever venture to tread an untrodden path with 
the object of discovering ‘new lines of earning a livelihood? Will they ever un- 
willgnily suffer the privations incident to inventing new industries:or discover- 
ing new sources of wealth? If not, what is their education for? Why all this 
expense, all this trouble for about that education? The Indian is an adept in 
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slavery. He has ‘been slaving for a thonsand years’ and slavery is what he 
ws best, He requires no teaching in slavery. This.is the reason, why. 
kno st teful to the kind-hearted British Government i ie Why we 


, . 
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qdneate the Indian youtles oan (i aly eyod eid bemin on ndeavone 
' Wevare Hindus gnd we love to. live. like Hindus in a Hindu | 
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| way, Li 
Hindus, we love to feed atthe and pathiks, to support countless. depen at au 
to be, for ourselves, satisfied with a humble fare. . We love to observe all Hinds 
ceremonies and share our wealth with others. We _ loye to be charitable ; 
self-sacrificing like Hindus-—to be courageous, conscientious and loyal, We 
should, by all means, give up that system of edpcation which makes us for 
and forsake all our old customs and practices, which makes us selfish and fond 
of luxury, which makes ys greedy and voracious eaters. We must forsake that 
system of education which makes us forget our ancestors’ own country, our 
socioty: even though that system of education is one introduced by our rulers, 
he attempt to spread a godless education in this Hindu country isa 

huge scandal of the British administration, and the British Government hag 
ignominiously failed in its attempt to conceal that scandal. Nay, to usea 
metaphor, the Government, in its attempt to blow off these dirty ashes, has only 
got its face soiled therewith. We hope Sir John Woodburn will not be angry 
with us if we say that we have boen surprised to see an official of his large- 
heartedness and keen intellect taking part in this dé/éilami, this silly shameless 
demonstration of “ higher training.” It is true that play and exercise do good 
to the body, but are the paraene of education, we ask, served by only develop- 
ing the body like an agura 

We have a suggestion of our own to make on this subject. Let the. 
Hindus take charge of the education of the Hindus and the Musulmans take 
charge of the education of the Musulmans, and let the civilised British Govern 
ment content itself with supervising the system of education to be so adopted. 
Jt will be an eternal shame to the Hindus if they fail to educate their shik 


according to the Sastras. And no one will have any cause for complaint if, 
in that case, the Government jntroduces.a Christian system of education. Let 
denominational schools like thoge existing in England be estublished in India 
ee Alexander Mackenzie, in a speech Raa on the occasion ofa prize 
istribution, gave similar advice. He asked why the private schools and collegeg 
in Bengal did not teach religion to the boys. Just as in a missionary school 
one must read the Bible, go also in a Hindu school one must read the Purane 
and Jéihases and respect, Hindu observances and practices. Will the present 
Lieutenant-Governor take these suggestions into his consideration ? 
93. The new Muktarship Searanenon ' rules, writes one same paper, ys 
strike a death blow at the little prestige which is 
Mobb ech 4 oot oy oo still possessed by the Middle- English and Middle-— 
= ~ study of Bengali in the Vernacular Scholarship Examinations. In this poor 
aint country, the boys of the middle classes go to: school 
simply with the object of equipping themselves with some means for earning’a 
livelihood, By passing the Middle-English or the Middle-Vernacular Scholar- 
ship Examination, one had the chance of becoming a mukhtar and thus earning 
a livelihood. But now that that chance is gone, no one will read Bengali for 
the sake of learning Bengali. Henceforward Bengali. students will be satisfied 
with the smattering of Bengali which they will acquire in the English schools. 
Jn this country no Bengali books, with the ‘exception of novels, command a 
sale, and this evil will be far more accentuated in future. The University 
authorities have made arrangements for the examination of F’. A. and B. A. 
candidates in Bengali composition, but the vernacular examinations are going to 
lose thelr prestige. The University authorities, to use a Bengali metaphor, 
have sprinkled water over the plant of Bengali language, while the educational 
authorities and the authorities in charge of the Muxhtarship Examination have 
cut off the roots of that plant, ae 


(e)—-Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. | 
24, The Bavkura Darpgn of the 1st August says that as the Rangamati 


_. >, gnd Srirampur ferries, in the Bankura district, have 
Two f | : | Brew > ty Cs dey 
distzict, wii * ae only one .boat each, there occurs , great delay in 


ferrying over passengers, This, inconvenience. will 
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be at an end if the two ghats get three boats between them, two for ferrying 
over passengers, and one for ferrying over goods. fe at ih pda by | 
( 9g)—Railoays and communications, including canals and trrigation. 
j Jyot, of the 28th July draws the attention of the authorities of 
™ aaianiks the ‘Assain-Bengal Railway to the memorial of one 
Oppression of arailway pas- Wechamuddin Miyaji,a tailor by profession, now 
songer at the Sitakund station. = osiding in the house of Gopal Rahman Bhuiya 
of Lalanagar, post-office Sitakunda, in the Chittagong district, complaining of 
the conduct of a railway police constable and some railway employés, who 
beat him and robbed him of four annas and of a dozen newly-made coats at 
the Sitakunda station, on the night of the 18th July last. neg) 
26. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 30th July —- that the 
| people of certain villages south of Diamond Har- 
Wanted steamer service for the hour, such as Kulpi, Tengra, Rangafala, Rasulpur, 
convenience of certain villares &c., have to suffer great inconvenience on account 
of the absence of steamer service in that quarter. 
These people have frequently to come to Diamond Harbour. ‘If a steamer is 
run up to Rasulpur, the inconvenience of these people will be removed. 


-(h)— General. 


27. The Charu: Mthir of the 25th July notes the following points in view 
of His Honour Sir John Woodburn’s visit to 


Some wants and grievances of ° | Sue 
the Mymensingh district. My mensingh town: 


1. For some years the district of Mymen- 
singh has been suffering from water-scarcity, which has been aggravated by 
the silting up of the natural water-courses by the last year’s earthquake, The 
money which the District Board spends annually on water-supply is not 
calculated'to remove this want. The silting up of the rivers has also been the 
cause of the spread of malaria in the district. These rivers and other water- 
courses should, therefore, be re-excavated without delay. | ee 

2, The silting up referred to above has made it a matter of necessity, | 
for the sake of the trade of the district, to open up new railway lines connecting 
its important places of trade. A line from Jaydevpur or Sripur to Jagannath- 
gan] will benefit the Tangail subdivision and anumber of important ports. 
The people of the district would also be greatly benefited by the construction 
of two branch lines, one from Mymensingh to Netrakona, and the other from 
Balipara vi4 Kishorganj, Karimganj and Katiadi to Bhairab. 

3. The inefficiency of the Mymensingh police calls for early attention. 
The recrudesence of badmashi has proved the failure of the system of recruiting 
the police service from among the educated class. To prevent corruption, the 
pay of police officers should be increased. | : 


4. The conduct of the present court amins in the district of Mymensingh | 


is leading to failure of justice in most cases involving boundary questions. 
Considering the importance which has to be attached to the reports of court 
amins in the decision of boundary disputes, none but properly qualified men 
on good salaries should be appointed as court amins. yeas 
5. The present system of selecting Honorary Magistrates often leads to 
the appointment of incompetent men, at whose hands failure of justice is 
& common occurrence. ) | 
6. The domestic quarrels among the members of the old Muhammadan 
families of Jangalbari and Haybatnagar in the Kishorganj subdivision are 
ruining those houses, His Honour should kindly mediate between the 
quarrelling members. ei 
7. The building in which the Alexander Girls’ School in Mymensingh 
town used to be held, and which was destroyed by the earthquake, should be 
reconstructed at the Government’s expense. $e 
28. The Burdwan —e~ of the 26th July praises Sir John hopes 
; , or his courage in visiting the ue-stricken Ww 
eae Se Caloutta. ont of solicitade oy the health of his 
oe | : subjects. The courage thus shown by His Honour 
is worthy of greater praise than the courage shown by the soldiers who fought 
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the battle at Dargai. From what they have already seen of their new 
Lieutenant-Governor, the people of Bengal hope to be happy under his rule, 
and they will be still more happy if the officers subordinate to him follow his 
example.‘ May Sir John live long! — | 
99, The Basumat of the 28th July has a cartoon on the subsidence 
of the plague in Calcutta, A rat, branded 

Nig GIR ‘ nlague,” is hastening to enter into a hole while a 
European is hard pulling it away by the tail. Another European is pulling the 
first by his waist belt. A third European is pulling the second European by the 
collar, while a fourth one is pulling the third by the hand. A fifth European 
is running fast, his hat falling off his head, with the view of helping the 
other Europeans in drawing the rat out of the hole. At the top and foot of 
the cartoon occur the following :—‘ Materials worth two lakhs. Cast them into 

the middle of the river.” The letter-press runs as follows ;— 


The plague is entering into the hole, catch tt! catch st ! 


Hard pressed by segregation and inoculation on all sides, 

The plague, failing to find out a way for itself, is now entering into the hole. 

The anstgd and Pidrus (Andrews and Pedroes) of Kasaitola were having a good 
time of it. | . 

For some days they had.not to think of pom | upon the leavings of dinners; 

They had been employed on high pay as coachmen, grooms, dock coolies, labourers 

| and tramway conductors. : 

Now that the plague is entering into the hole their occupations are gone. 

The face of brother DeGruz has turned pale ; he has no other means left him. 

Let him now go back to Kasaitola, hag and baggage, 


+ Lament, 


Where are you going, brother plague ? 

Stay a few days more, so that we may eat more pillay and kdlid. 

Ours is no service, it is badshagiri, only to go about searching for you. 

Tf you go away to-day, to-morrow we shall be undone. 

Plague, we beseech you, holding you by your feet, do not fly away, O brother. 
Where are you going away, brother plague P eae : 
We shall hold you fast by the tail, and you will be unable to go away. 

You have caused four hospitals to be built at a cost of two lakhs of rupees. 
If you go away, who are they for? 

Stay for a few days more, or all our hopes will be gone. 

@.—Plague, why are you flying away, brother? 

A.— Because, in seven days, | have not got a single prey. 

Q.— Whom are segregation and isolation for P 

A.—For those who will suffer from dengue and rheumatic fever, 


30. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 29th July does not know how to express 
its gratitude to Sir John Woodburn. It is because 
= John Woodburn on the §ir John has been the Lieutenant-Governor durin 
plague. ; : 
this plague panic that Bengal has been onal 
much injustice and oppression. If Sir Alexander Mackenzie had been seated 
on the musnud of Bengal to-day, the measures for the suppression of the 
plague would have created a serious disorder. Bengal must thank its stars 
that it has just now got a generous man like Sir John Woodburn as its ruler. 
The reference by His Honour, in the course of his speech at the University 
Institute the other day, to the plague sounded in the ears of the Calcutta 
people like the soft music of the lyre. May His Honour be blessed for aayi0g 
that the day is not far distant when the people of Calcutta will be able to bi 
good-bye to that unwelcome visitor, the plague! 
31. The Sanjay of the 29th July has the following :— 
wis ies aia __ On the occasion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Pm Neca, urns visit © visit to Dacca on the 25th July last, the peo le of 
sa _ _ that town gave His Honour and Lady Woodburn 
a grand reception. Sir John Woodburn has by his large-heartedness already 
won the sincere devotion and regard of his Bengali subjects. There can de 
no objection to immortalising oneself by good deeds in a mortal world like 
this. It is the words of assurance which Sir John uttered in the gloomy days 
through which Bengal was Peeing that have made it possible For peace and 
quiet to reign throughout the province. The Municipal Commissioners of 


_ candidates to obtain appointments on Upper India an 


(77 ) 


Dacea forgot their past sorrows and gratified themselves by placing their 
address in His Heocu’s hands, who, in return, accepted it ndly. The 
writer, though a native of a different district, hus been delighted to see Lady 
Woodburn’s condescension in psying a visit to the women of Dacca, May 
Sir John live long and rule the province so as to win the respect of all. 

32. The Aitavadi of the 29th July writes as follows :— 

The Government passed a resolution last year 
Government’s Rurki College preventing the natives of Bengal, Bombay and 
apd : _ Madras from getting themselves admitted into the 
Rurki Engineering College, and depriving them of the privilege of being 
entitled with others to the guaranteed posts offered by the Government. to the 
successful students of that College. A great injustice was done to the natives 
of Bengal, Bombay and Madras, but no explanation was vouchsafed by the 
Government until an agitation was carried on here and in England condemn- 
ing this action of the Government. According to the explanation lately 
offered by the Government, the students of the College holding guaranteed 
osts are employed outside the Provinces of Bengal, Bombay and Madras. 
his is the reason why the people of these provinces should not be admitted 
into the Rurki College, Natives are also constitutionally unfit for service in 
the Punjab, in the North-Western Provinces, in Oudh, or in Burma. 

We fail to understand the drift of these arguments. The Government 
has not shown why the inhabitants of Bombay, Bengal and Madras are con- 
stitutionally unfit for service outside those provinces. If what it says is true, 
why should the Eurasians—the Andrews and Pedroes of Bengal—who are in 
no way superior to the people of the provinces in question, be allowed to read 
in the Rurki College and compete for the guaranteed posts? Is it not a great 
anomaly that these Eurasians, who cannot even boast of a white skin, should 
enjoy @ privilege which will be denied to the scions of the most respectable 
native families in Bengal, Bombay and Madras? 

As we have already said, the reasons given by the Government in support 
of the exclusion of the natives of Bengal, Bombay and Madras from the Rurki 
Engineering College do not appear to us tu possess any force. We shall, 
however, have nothing to say if it is plainly stated that the natives of Bengal, 
Bombay and Madras being very intelligent and advanced in education, the 
Firinght (Eurasian) students of the Rurki College cannot successfully compete 
with them, and that is why they have been so excluded from that Coilege. 
In the Engineering Colleges in Bengal, Bombay and Madras all can read, 
without distinction of creed or colour, and no sensible man would advise the 
Governments of these provinces to adopt the line of policy which has been 
followed with reference to the Rurki College, and shut the doors of their 
respective Engineering Colleges against students coming from the Punjab, 
the North-Western Provinces and Burma, 

_The authorities have pointed out that the natives occupy 31 per cent. of the 
engineering posts in Madras, 31 per cent. in Bombay, 42 per cent. in Bengal, 
and 24 per cent. in the Punjab, the North-Western Provinces and Burma. Do 
the authorities mean to say that the natives should not complain if the 
remaining posts are occupied by Eurasians? Not even 50 per cent. of the 
posts in the public service in this country are occupied by natives. Will 
it » of all unreasonable if the natives want to compete more largely for those 
posts | 

The authorities have further tried to justify their policy on the ground 
that there is a standing rule to take on local men in preference to outsiders 
for Government art It is, however, well-known that few natives of the 
Punjab and the North-Western Provinces read in the Rurki College. The 
exclusion of the natives of the three Southern Presidencies will only favour 
the Enrasians, | 

‘It had been found from experience,” say the authorities, “that, in the 
absence of rules such as those in question, there was a gréat tendency for Indian 

¢ railway lists, for which 
they were not constitutionally fit.” The cat is thus out of the bag at last. 


; 


The object of the Rurki College resolution is to favour the Eurasian students 


of that College. It is a pity that the Government has not modified the 
resolution in question. oe | 


HitavaDI, 
July 29th, 1898. 


HItTavVaDi, 
July 29th, 1898. 


HITaVaDI. 


( 728 ) 


33. Avcorrespondent of the same paper complains of a jobbery in the 
Revenue Department of the Ben Secretariat 
pn improper sppewat of the There has been some change in i va 
Bengal Secretariat. the office of the Revenue De ent of the Bengal 
Secretariat owing to the Head Assistant reverting to his original post ag 9 
Deputy Magistrate. There has been a general promotion among the staff 
down to the clerk who was drawing Rs. 50 per month. The next man, draw. 
ing Rs. 40 per month, has not, however, been promoted, anda clerk of the 
office of the Director of Land Records, drawing Rs. 25 per month, has been 
appointed to the 50-rupee post. There are graduates in the Revenue — 
ment who are drawing less than Rs. 50 and there are apprentices also. | y 
has, then, an outsider been appointed to the post, who is neither a graduate nor 
has passed the Clerkship Examination? Mr. Finucane, the Revenue Secre 
is a just and impartialman. It is to be hoped that he as well as Sir John 
Woodburn will not allow this injustice to be done. 
34, The same paper has the following in an article headed “the dig. 
ij. a se of the #Ppearance of the plague” :— 
— Cl It is quite clear from the official replies to the 
interpellations on the subject of the plague in the 
Bengal Legislative Council that, although the spread of the disease and its 
contagious character are not such as to give us any cause for apprehending any 
immediate danger, all fear of danger has not been completely removed from 
the mind of the authorities. The officials are so very anxious abont the future 
welfare of the country that their fear will not be dispelled even if the disease 
soon disappears. Such concern and anxiety on the par‘ of the officials for 
the welfare of the people is no doubt praiseworthy in one sense, but the public 
cannot regard it very agreeably. The public have some experience of the 
outbreak of an epidemic, and they have not infrequently been surprised and 
thunderstruck to see an epidemic spread far and wide and decimate the Indian 
population. In the present instance, the people have not been thrown into 
anxiety by the fear of death. Itis the segregation rules of the Government which 
have thrown them into a panic. At a recent meeting of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, the Lieutenant-Governor said that no plague case had been discovered 
in the town for five consecutive days, and that in his individual opixion the 
outlook was certainly hopeful. The Lieutenant-Governor’s statement has no 
doubt reassured us, but the anxiety of the public will nct be allayed so long 
as our sincere well-wishers, the Bombay doctors and our equally sincere well- 
wishers, the European nurses do not make their departure from India. 

According to the Venice Convention, a town should be declared free from 
plague when it has shown a clean bill of health for ten consecutive days. If 
the new doctors had not been in our midst, we would have seen such ten days 
long ago. In our opinion, these doctors are not fit for the posts to which 
they have been appointed. Not to speak of their errors andthe mistakes they 
committed in the diagnosis of cases, only one simple consideration will prove 
their inefficiency. A qualified Luropean doctor would not agree to go from 
ward to ward in search of plague cases on a salary of only Rs. 500 a month. 
This being the case, the residents of the town cannot entertain a high opinion 
of the ability and experience of those doctors who have undertaken the task of 
hunting out plague on such a small salary. ‘We are thrown into great anxiety, 
when we happen to think that we shall have to bear the burden of plague 
expenditure till next winter although there is no plague in the town. 

Our kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor has shown us great consideration, 
and has saved us from such drastic plague measures as those which were 
enforced in Bombay. We shall be greatly relieved if His Honour can devise 
some means of exempting us from bearing the burden of the expenditure 
which is incurred in maintaining these doctors. The Bombay doctors may be 
our great well-wishers, but it is our impression that the plague will not disappear 
from the town so long as they do not leave this country. So long as they 
favour us with their presence, we cannot expect not to see the bubonic disease for 
many consecutive days. We cannot believe that the correction of a few mistakes 
has made the plague statistics a perfectly correct statement. It is our belief 
that many deaths from other causes have been counted as deaths from plague. 
Many patients also died from fear when they heard that, though atta 
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with simple bubonic fever, they were being carried to the Maniktala’ Yamalay 


f Death). ‘Thesedeaths, too, have been shown as deaths from plague. 
ey Lag yhotarnary “dee show us a little more favour, and our panic will 
pass away. | 


It is true that there is now no cause for fear or anxiety in the town, and 
that there will be no cause for fear so long as the plague regulations remain in 
their present shape and are conducted in the way in which they are being con- 
ducted at present. But we shall nevertheless feel weighted with a hea 
burden so long as we are not relieved of the burden of these Bombay doctors. 


35. The Pratikar of the 29th July says that the Government officers and 
non-official gentlemen who waited on the Comwis- 
Mr. Buckland’s visit to Berham- sioner of the Presidency Division, during his recent 
sere visit to Berhampore, were in the highest degree 
satisfied with his gentlemanly behaviour. Raja Asutosh Nath Rai of Cossimbazar 
gave a grand tea-party in honour of the Commissioner's visit, and spent a large 
sum of money in fireworks. Mr. Buckland did not also fail to pay a visit to the 
Maharaja Bahadur of Cossimbazar as well. He was satisfied with the result of 
his inspection of the Government offices. __ 


36. The Samay of the 29th July regrets that in mentioning ten instances 


in which more than one case of plague occurred in 

Mr. Risley's reply to a plague the same house in Calcutta, Mr. Kisley did not give 

ee ee the particulars of those cases, not even the names 

and places of residence of the patients. The writer has up to this time heard 
only of two such instances, 


87. The Bangavast of the 30th July writes as follows, with reference 


“ “eee the answers given to the interpellations on the 
pellations. = SS:*=<C*~*é‘(CS:*é«SU ject Of thee plague’ at thee last meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council :— 

We expected to hear many things new in the official replies to the inter- 
pellations on the subject of the plague, made at the last meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. Everything, however, is now left in the dark as before. 
In all such matters we ought to submit to what is done by the Government. 
Will it not be better to learn a few new paths of making money from our 
rulers? It is useless to mourn and grieve for what will never be ours. 


38. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th July says that while 


* i dn On the Lieutenant-Governor has declared in Council 
— that he expects the plague to disappear very soon, 
his Secretary, Mr. Risley fears that it will break out 
with violence in winter. Which of these two authorities are we to believe ? 
It is not yet safe for people to bring their families to Calcutta, for search and 
seizure will go on as before. Mr. Risley advises people to arrange for family 
plague hospitals beforehand. The writer would have agreed with him, 
if such arranging had not involved a thousand troubles. Family hospitals will 
be needed only if plague breaks out, and every body is not in a position to make 
expenses in mere anticipation of an evil which may not after all happen. 


39. The Saraswat Patra of the 30th July gives the following description 


a |... Of Sir John Woodburn’s landing at Dacca :— 
pe cone Woodburn’s landing at Long before Sir John’s arrival, the bank of the 


_river was crowded, and the crowd doubled as soon 
as the bombs proclaimed His Honour’s arrival. [hat gay, overflowing crowd, 


forgetful of the burning sun overhead, resembled, in its rapid movements, 
a powerful river in highest flood. No one had invited that crowd of men to 


welcome the Lieutenant-Governor. They had assembled of their own free will 
to accord a hearty welcome'to the ruler of Bengal. 


As the evening cast its shadows, the Lieutenant-Governor alighted from his 
steamer with his Secretaries and some other gentlemen. Though the crowd 
on the river bank had never before seen Sir John Woodburn, they had no 
difficulty in distinguishing him from all the others. His high position and the 
state befittin _that position marked him out, as did also the gravity and 
spiritedness which, with the tender lineaments of magnanimity and ae ABteong 
appeared pictured on his face, His landing was vociferously cheered from all 
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directions. Inthe midst of such cheers, the Lieutenant Governor stepped into 
his carriage, returning the multitudinous salutes and casting glances all round 
as if afraid that he might, perchance, fail to return a greeting. 


Dacca Prakase, 40. The Dacca Prakash of the 31st July regrets that the authorities did 
July Sst, 1898. a not invite Babu Rup Lal Das, the richest man 
ee rae Woodburn's visit to in Dacca, and all editors of newspapers, except the 

agi Dacca Prakash, and many other respectable people 

of Dacca to the darbar which was held in that town by Sir John Woodburn, 


In issuing invitations to newspaper editors, the authorities should not have been 
guided by the consideration of the respectability of each individual editor; 

they ought to have invited them, one and all, in consideration of the public 
duties which they perform. It was necessary, in the interest of the ublic, 

that an account of the proceedings of the darbar should have ‘uppensed in all 

the local newspapers. 

Sir John Woodburn did not hesitate to visit narrow ianes in several 
quarters of the town, in order to satisfy himself about the efficient workin 
of the municipality. Such condescension has endeared Sir John to the people. 
Though the Lieutenant-Governor was not shown everything minutely, but. only 
what the local authorities thought fit to show, still his presence produced some 
salutary effect, as the offices and courts were cleansed, and new roads, &c., were 
constructed. Sir John Woodburn and his Chief Secretary are to be thanked 
for their kind visit to Dacca. 

DaInik-0-SAMACHAR 41. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 1st August says that the 


C ' : 
as 1, new rule regarding the postage of newspapers will 
a postal rates for news- not confer unmixed benefit on the press. Trans- 


mission of @ newspaper weighing up to 4 tolas 
for a pice will no doubt be a.boon to cheap papers, but those very papers will 
suffer from the discontinuance of the favour now enjoyed by all newspapers 
of having exchange copies transmitted by post, free of cost, and of paying only 
half postage on all newspapers sent to agents. What Government ought to 
have done was to raise the weight transmissible fora pice to 4 tolas without 
discontinuing any privileges previously enjoyed. 
Bankura Danpay, 42. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist August cannot understand why 
Aug. lst, 1898, Government is now going to levy postage upon 
sun new newspaper postal newspapers sent by way of exchange, and why it 
ates. ° ‘ "cae 
is going to levy full instead of half postage on 
arcels of newspapers sent toagents. It is not also fair that newspapers weigh- 
ing 5 ¢olas should not go for one pice, when those weighing 20 éolas will go for 
two pice. | 
Bankura DaRran, 43. A correspondent of the same paper complains that in Gopalnagar 
_ inthe Bankura district, with a post office im it, 
he Gopalnagar post office in letters, money-orders and newspapers are delivered 
e Bankura district. : ; 
two or three days after their arrival. A notice put 
up at the post office informs the public that stamps, &c., are available from 
7 aM. to 5 PM., but, as a matter of fact, they are available only at noon, when 
the post office is kept open because the post-master plays there at cards and 
chess at that time. 
BasvMaT!, 44, The Basumats of the 4th a, pn has the following :— 


Aug. 4th, 1898. The London Spectator says that politics is 


The London Spectator on the ir eh : os 
snideasnena ok Gn unis tee ood only when it is in harmony with dharmansis 


tions. (religion and morality). We thank the Speciaior 
or saying this, But our learned contemporary has 
expressed a novel view in connection with the plague:—‘‘ Plague or rebellion? 


Shall we killthe people? Shall we suffer them to die like helpless creatures 
a because they wish it ?” 


he answer given to this question by our contemporary is that the Indian 
people are swayed by various prejudices and superstitions. They see evil 
motives in official measures, and they would fain cling to their own erroneous 
notions, Government has framed, at the bidding of policy and dharmansts, 
suitable regulations for the prevention and suppression of plague. But the 
prejudices of the people do not enable them to see this. They apprehend evil 
results from them, and many are therefore eagerly bent upon opposing the 
Official measures and giving free scope to their own inclinations. Government 


ee ENR RR Ag Rrtonsctang Wenn ai 
¢ . 


l 
l 
> 
l 
9 
c 


( 731 ) 


to save them by proper medical treatment, but they are attributing evil 

ais to the Goverment and are thereby courting death, Government 
should not suffer them to die in this way. Government should make these 
people see that the officials are wiser than they. eS 

An administrative policy which is in barmony with dharmanit: is, indeed, 
an excellent thing. The plague regulations have, it is true, given rise to 
various disturbances, and the people have ‘10t, it is true, meekly and quietly 
accepted them. There is no denying that there have been riots and iourdergs 
and opposition offered to officials. But does it follow from this that the people 
are unable to appreciate political righteousness? The Sovereign only makes 
regulations. It 1s the officials who enforce them, and they are therefore looked 
upon asthe representatives of the Sovereign. ‘The most important question in 
this connection is, whether these representatives of the Sovereign are really able 
to give due effect to the Sovereign’s policy, and whether they have doneso in the 
present instance. The officials entrusted with the enforcement of the plague 
regulations in Bombay and Poona entered upon their duties in such a militant 
spirit, that no one will perhaps be able to find fault with us if we plainly declare 
that no respect for dharmaniti was shown by them. To enter respectable 
zananas accompanied by soldiers—was that respect shown for dharmanis? To 
drag zanana ladies by force away to plague hospitals, to subject them there to 
treatment by tale doctors and to male nursing in violation of all the rules of 
privacy—was that, too, respect shown for dharmanit:? To strip respectable 
women naked and have them examined by English soldiers in solitary rooms 
within the zanana—was that, too, respect shown for dharmantii? To sentence 
the soldier Richardson for this last offence to only four months’ imprisonment, 
must this, too, be called an act of dharmaniti on the part of the Judge? To 
effect a forcible entry into houses in which there was no plague, to damage 
furniture and make bonfires of the beddings and clothes found therein—was 
that too respect shown for dharmaniti? Was respect for dharmaniti also shown 
in the arrest under warrant on charges of rebellion, in the committing for trial 
and in the sending to jail like thieves, and without considering their offence, 
of those who protested against the plague regulations in the press or in social 
gatherings ? | 

Many big people have been subjected to hardship in the belief that they 
were opposed to the plague regulations. The Bombay Government took the 
two Natus for such opponents. Nobody can say on what principle of dharmantti 
they were arrested and banished without trial. 


One topic leads to another. In what was done in Bombay for the suppres- 
sion of the plague, dharmaniti was disregarded at every step owing to the 
recklessness of the haughty officials, and in spite of the good intentions of 
Government. It isa mercy that the plague has not prevailed to apy con- 
siderable extent in Calcutta. That is why the oppression here has not been 
very great. Still such oppression as has taken place here has proved unbear- 
able. That is why the prejudiced Indian people would rather die of plague 
in every house than be made amenable to the control of those beloved sons of 
dharmantti, the enforcers of the plague regulations. Those who do evil in the 
name of doing good are the curse of dharmaniti, 


45. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s tour in East Bengal, the 
same paper observes that the people of Chittagon 
be would have been benefited if His Honour ha 
visited that district in its present distressed condition. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s tour. 


IL[.—Lears.ative. 


46. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 29th July complains of the. 
gradual diminution of the fish-supply in Bengal. 


ieee. 
Wanted a law for the protection I 


of fish in Bengal. f this diminution goes on at the present rate, the 


tanks and other reservoirs of water in Bengal will 
soon be without fish. It is going on rapidly, A tank which formerly gave a 


thousand maunds of fish cannot now supply more than a hundred maunds, 


The price of fish has risen three-fold. 


es Bho. so? There are no doubt various causes. One of these causes 
with roe are caught -and destroyed.: Another cause is that the 
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sawn of fish in the rivers are caught by fishermen with the object of being 
transferred to tanks and ponds. Much of Phe roe thus canght dies, This 
objectionable practice leads in a large measure to the destruction of fish’ germs 
and thereby brings about a diminution of’ fish-supply. If the roe be at all 
caught, they should be caught when they are somewhat developed. The 
Government should take steps to put a stop to this destruction of the fish- 
supply in Bengal, and no one will complain if a law has to be passed for that 
purpose. 


47, The Sanjivant of the 30th July criticises sections 552, 229 and 231 

of the Calcutta Municipal Bill:— : | 

According to section 552 of the Calcutta Muni- 

cipal Bill, no one shall be allowed to bury or burn 
a dead body without a death certificate given by a licensed medical man or a 
registrar appointed by the municipality forthe purpose of giving such certi- 
ficate. Those who have framed this section are no doubt unware that most 
of the inhabitants of Calcutta are poor and fgnorant and that half the popula- | 
tion of the town are not in a position to call in a doctor when there is illness 
in their family. It is true that a registrar will be appointed in each district to 
give death certificates to sach people, but do the authorities mean to say that 
these registrars will be so honest and conscientious as not to demand a fee for 
a death certificate? Will they readily respond to the call of the rate-payers, 
no matter when that callis made? Are not the authorities aware that in the 
Indian law courts nothing can be done without bribing the court employés, 
and that in this country a man has to pay a bribe to the police even when he 
has to report to them an accidental death? In such a country as this, is it to 
be expected that nothing will be exacted by these registrars from the poor 
rate-payers? Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. Great is the misery 
of the residents of Calcutta already, why increase that misery ? 


Who again are to be called licensed medical men? The law does not lay 
down the classes of medical practitioners whom the Chairman can give a 
license. It leaves it entirely to the discretion of the Chairman to grant licenses, 
In Calcutta there are more quacks than passed medical practitioners. Will the 
Chairman give licenses to these quacks? Thousands die in Calcutta without 
any medical treatment, and there are thousands who can pay only for the 


services of quacks. In such cases, will the certificates of quacks be deemed 
sufficient for the purpose ? , 


Section 229 of the Bill is imported from Bombay. According to this 
section the Chairman will have the power to set up a meter at the main pipe 
conveying water to the ward in which he suspects waste of water. If in this 
way his suspicion is confirmed he will levy an additional water-rate on each 
house in that ward. This is certainly unfair. Suppose in this ward there is 
a rate-payer with a large family who consumes water worth Rs. 20 by paying 
a water-rate amounting to only Rs, 10. In the same ward, let us suppose, 
there is another rate-payer who consumes water worth eight annas and pays @ 
water-rate amounting to only Re.1. According to this section, both the rate- 
payers will have to pay an additional water-rate. Thelaw, while very hard upon 
the rate-payers, is, however, very generous to the owners of ships, whom it 
proposes to supply witn water free of charge. The inhabitants of Calcutta will 
pay the water-rate, but the foreigners who will pay nothing will reap the 
advantage. There is another point to be considered in this connection. If 
there is a surplus of filtered water after supplying the sitet sak of Calcutta, it 
will, according to the proposed law, be supplied to people living within the 
jurisdiction of municipalities situated between Barrackpore on the north and 
Behala on the south, on their paying the Calcutta Municipality only the filtering 
charge. This is another piece of injustice to the rate-payers of Calcutta. 


The provisions of section 231 are far more severe. According to this 
section, the Chairman can stop the water-supply in a ward if he is of opinion 
that the usual quantity of water to be daily supplied to that ward has heen 
already consumed. Suppose there is a festival in a ward which consumes its 
daily supply of water before the day is passed. The Chairman can at once 
stop the water-supply in this ward, and there will not be a drop of water to be 
had in that ward for the remaining portion of the day. 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill— 
sections 652, 229 and 231. 
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V.—PRospPscrs OF THE , CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE ‘PROPLE. tT jo Bldg 
48, The Sansodhiné of the 27th July says thatthe fact that although Tice 
hid all _ is not very dear just now and vegetables’ and’ fish 
Distress in Chittagong. are rather cheap, the number of ‘beggars ‘is fast 
increasing in Chittagong town and‘ in Patiya, Satkania, Raojan and other 
laces, is a proof that there is d istress in some parts of the Chittagong district. 
he beggars in the town hail chiefly from Patiya, Satkania, Jaldi and 
Kutubdia. a . te ee 
In order to alleviate the distress of the agricultural classes, the zamindars 
and the Government should advance them loans not only for agricultural 
purposes, but also to enable them to live. For the labouring classes relief works, 
and for the invalid charitable, relief, should be commenced without delay. 
Charitable relief will be best and most cheaply distributed through the agency 
of public bodies, like the Chittagong Brahmo Samaj and the Chittagong Associa- 
tion. It is a defect of the Government system of distributing gratuitous relief 
that it enables only those whom panchayets and chaukidars favour, and in some 
cases only their own relatives, to get something, whilst the really needy get 
nothing. It will be remembered that a chaukidar of Pahar Chanda produced 
his own son before those who were distributing relief, as an orphan boy who 
had lost everything in the cyclone. ee 


49. The Jyoti of the 28th July has the following:— 
err Mr. Secretary Finucane has only partly 
—— replied to the questions put by the Hon’ble Babu 
Jatra Mohan Sen. The subject-matter of the interpellation was a serious one; 
it related to the life and death of the subjects of the Empress of India, who are 
like sons to her, The life of the uncivilised, naked, poor and dark-skinned 
Indian may appear to some officers to be of little value, but we know and believe 
that his little life is by no means a thing of no value to Her Majesty the Queen 
Empress. It will not take an impartial reader long to understand that, consider- 
ing the importance of the question, the answer: has been quite insignificant. 
The answer seems to bear the evidence of a solicitude to suppress some fact, to 
explain away something and to shield some one. We think our kind-hearted 
Secretary, Mr. Finucane, did not feel satisfied in having to lend such support. 
Indeed, no answer was given to a particular portion of the question. | 


- Our Commissoner says that the accounts of the distress and deaths. from 
starvation, which appeared in the Jyo¢¢ of the 2nd June and the Bengale of the 
11th idem, are false. It is, therefore, evident that, in spite of the prayers and 
supplications made by us for months together, our Commissioner Bahadur, think- 
ing that an enquiry into or attention to the utterances of the black man would 
interfere with his pleasures and pastimes in the hills, quietly enjoyed himself. 
His lethargy was only aaa removed when on the 23rd June ‘he received 
letters from the Secretary to Government at distant Darjeeling and Calcutta... 
Let us briefly recapitulate all the facts before we proceed to say anything 

in this respect. A head-constable made enquiries at first. His report’ was 
ublished in the Jyoti, The Secretary wrote on the 23rd June, and on the 24th 
ratap Chandra Sen, the Police Inspector, held an enquiry and modified the head- 
constable’s report. What we. have now to ask is, why are all the enquiries 
being made by police officers? Do not the authorities know all about the 
police? Can it be denied that the police make the truth look like falsehood; 
make a thief of an honest man and delight in creating disorder where perfect 
peace reigns? Need it be said here that large is the number of ill-educated 
aud unscrupulous men in the Police Department, that the chaukidars and 
panchayets are entirely at their mercy and that the whole population of the 
country. are always in fear of an oppressive exercise of their immense powers ? 
Let those who largely trust the police say what judicial officers think of: police 
witnesses. Is thereany answer tothe question? Why are apd tee then, deputed 
to enquire into such serious matters? Why were all - enquiries ‘made 


af tS ifs 


: : the 
ex-parte? We are responsible for what we said. Why, then, were we not 


informed when. the enquiries were made? We know that in matters like these 


/These drastic provisions) will, no; doubt, make Calcutta: too “hot:for' poor / 


/ 


SANSODHINI, 
July 27th, 1898. 


J YOTI, 
July 28th, 1898. 
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nnot write as one.pleases. We wrote afterdue enquiry: If the author. 
ities were anxious to know the truth,’ they should have asked us to prove our 
statements, or to be present at their enquiry. At one time, when there was a 
talk of the Collector's going out on tour, we were following him’ of our own 
motion. , Ba to our misfortune he suddenly changed his. date, atid we: were 
_ Mir Now let us see the nature of the police enquiries which have ‘been ‘nade. 
The Inspector first visited Bagmara. No proof..was forthcoming that any one 
had died of starvation... The people said that they were in great distress, and 
wanted Government help, The local panchayst said that though great distress 
prevailed in that village and the neighbouring vi the Government did 
not give any relief. The gp ati next inspected Bailachhari. In his report he 
wrote disparagingly of the family of a certain inhabitant of the village, and 
thus made a display of ability which proved his claim to promotion. Let us 
here tell the Inspector that the words of a poor peasant boy may be credited 
more than his, There is the saying attributed to the Bengali mother :-—" Let 
not my son learn to read and write; if he lives, he will earn his bread asa 
daroga.” We do not know if Pratap Babu has been blessed in a similar manner. 
But does he not know th&t education, honesty and respectability do not depend 
on mere birth or family prestige? An honest’ malakar (dealer in flowers) may 
be better able to tell the truth than a dishonest Brahman, . Bhairab Chandra 
Sikdar is known asa éalukdar and mahajan. We do not. say that he will not 
conceal the truth if he can by so doing prevent his son’s going to jail; but we do 
not believe either that the police, whose unlimited powers can make an innocent 
and simple man confess to a murder, cannot, by exciting in Bhairab’s mind a 
fear of the Government, make him write down anything. Later on the 
Inspector writes:—- | | 
’“T give below the names of persons who recently died in the locality— 
(1) Ramgati of Bagmara died of chronic pain, ss 
; a emg aughter of Anwaralli, Widpais. died of fever. . 


/ 


3) Fakirchand Dhupi of Kathoria died of dropsy. 
— (4) Alamjan died of fever. Co ee 
6° Thanda Mia, son of Aman Ali, died of fever. 

Here occur the names of. only three of the persons whose deaths were 
ascribed by the Jyo#i to starvation. Did no one else die there? Is, then, the 
death of Ramjan Ali, son of Golam Ali of Bagmara, as published in the 
Jyoti, false? Are all the other deaths equally false ?. Then those persons are 
_ either living or they never lived. Did the Inspector make any enquiries about 
them? Why is:he silent? Let us tell him that the chaukidars and others 
have deposed to all these men having died after starving for four to six days 
and that, in the chaukidari.returns, their deaths are ascribed to starvation. 
The Inspector wrote that when Aman Ali was engaged as a ‘halast in Arracan, 
his son could not have died of starvation, This argument, like his other 

ents, is not conclusive to us. Aman Ali deposed before the jamadar 
on the 8th or 9th June that the death was due to starvation. It appears to 
us. quite natural and credible that, failing to secure’‘any means of livelihood 
in his native land, he should have left. for Arracan: on the 25th June. We do 
not know that the Inspector made his.report after openly taking the evidence 
of the people of the locality. This abe at.apy rate, 1s clear from the police 
report vat the people of the district say that they are in great distress, and 
that some. of Msi are dying’ from starvation.. There are, however, those 
who say that these persons did not die from starvation but of disease. Which 
of these statements should the authorities accept? 7 ge). Peawon 
- We .are surprised to find in the Commissioner’s report. undue reliance 
placed on Assistant Engineer Reig. People get suspicious if in such matters so 
much. reliance is placed on individual opinion. Mr. Ralph says—‘ From 
the time of my. very first visit in December last, I have never come across & 
single child showing: the unmistakable signs of starvation.” .What.a presump- 
tion dwells in these words, The Lieutenant-Governor came here during the 


+ 


v 
. . 


last week of December; and.in that very month, touched by the condition. of 
the district,, Messrs, Collier » Phillimore -and . Digson were giving | ample. 
relief all over the district, and especially in Kutubdia. After a thorough. 


investigation, they said that the condition of the district was bad. . Now: 


é 


( 185 ) 
that those: officers: are gone,, we, consider ‘Mr. Ral 


e 


AOE 4 ph’s statement tobe rank 
presumption. It is needless to say that in many places Mr.: Ralph -has . made 


and our respected Collector was of the:sathe Opinion ’as oursdives, that in the 
oT ween areas most of the women and boys died, and ‘only.a few 
strong men survived. But elsewhere, most: of the men, who had.'gone ‘therd 
to sell fuelwood, &c., died, and the women and children ene ved. “Mr. 
Ralph has come to the conclusion that people may go:to work ‘elséwhere, 
leaving their. wives and children to be fed :from the Satkania Relief Fund ; 
and that is why he cannot get sufficient men to work for him there. © We 
cannot understand the logic of this strange conclusion, Satkdnia and Kutubdia 
are not so close to each other that when the men of Kutubdia ‘have gone 


away, the people of Satkania can come and help their children. There is 


enough work at Kutubdia. It would have been more:reasonable to say that 
having sent their women and children to Satkania for help: the men were 
working at Kutubdia. — toi gett dol # viz 3 don ded 
One fact should be borne im mind in discussing the condition of this 
district. In this country many persons depend on the earnings of one man. 
What will one eat himself and feed others with, if he has to work at the 
famine rate of annas two? It is not just to conclude from people’s: refusing 
to work on such terms that the country is in a prosperous condition. When 
our Collector Bahadur knows everything, why is he saying that the four 
villages under the Satkania thana, about which the Jyot wrote, “are not 
suffering from the consequences of the cyclone?” We may say from what we 
know that other flooded places have somewhat improved, but the condition of 
Banskhali and Satkania is as bad as before. The Collector Bahadur says :— 
“Tf any of the poorer people are finding it hard to make the two ends meet, 
itis the duty of their neighbours to help them. At all events, I do not think 
that money collected for the relief of famine in foreign countries should be 
applied to supplement or supplant private charity in such villages. Doubtless 
there is hardly a village in the district where widows and orphans sre not 
feeling the pinch of two bad seasons and consequent high prices. I would not 
on that account advise the spending of public money upon them.” | 
Surely such writing as this will please nobody. ‘“ Unfortunately, in my 
absence im camp, & head-constable was told off to report, an obviously injudicious 
roceeding. : ) 
: May at ask why the detailing of the head-constable was an injudicious 
proceeding ? God knows whether there is any hidden méaning in the expres- 
sion “in my absence.” “a 
00. ‘The same paper has the following :— : 


The Jvoti under official disviea. «,. YY © Dave learnt from a reliable source that our 
ue. soriticisms on certain matters have made us incur 
| the displeasure of the higher local authorities. 

We are extremely sorry for this, because it is never our intention to displease 
those in power, The officials are not omniscient, and there are various 
obstacles in the way of their knowing the true condition of the people. We, 
therefore, inform them of the wants and grievances of the people in order 
that these may be removed. We address then the local officials first, and. it’ is 
only when we fail to get redress from them, that we venture to move the higher 
authorities. This is not certainly 4 crime, to check which it can become 
necessary to sharpen the knife of the law. . The authorities may sharpen their 
knives, but we will neither fear nor flinch from duty. We hope that one 


unpleasant criticism will not make the authorities turn a deaf ear to every 
representation we make. ae 


51. The A itavads. of the 29th July has a cartoon on the scarcity prevail- 
The distress in Chittagong, 228 10 Chittagong., A group of six famine-stricken 
li ‘agong people are shown standing or sitting in front of a 
dila idated hut. The group consists of. one.man, one woman and four 
‘lai 1; hrs ae all in Th and are reduced to skeleton. pone pants and 
©, before them. The cartoon is: headed “ ity i it 
and ye pevitl mers as follows:— ... « “ — S mane 
At the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council, the authorities have 
characterised the account of the ae in Chittagong, published in the dyots 
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as an exaggerated oné, ‘The photographs, however, of the fatnine-stricker 
people, yer the editor of that paper and a friend of his, produce a iter 
impression in.the mind. The 5 sewer D We ve to-day is a copy takén from the: 
photograph of Mochan Ali of Baraitali and his family. These people have not 
et been able to. rebuild their huts and are living on kacku and kendut and 
eaves of plants. . Most of the families in this part of the country are ina 
miserable plight like this. | : Males pgen 
52. he Pratikar of Ne Frnt J pes says tine tke of ke in ‘the 
: Jato’ gous ‘Chittagong district’ are being received from ‘s 
The distress in Chittagong. _ | Mrecticne The Government — however, hea bee 
satisfied by enquiry that ‘no death bas yet occurred there from starvation. | It 
would have been better if Government had taken the help of the Jyot news: 
paper in making its enquiry. It is not quite clear why Government placed 
implicit. reliance on the police reports, and wholly pooh-poohed the’ Jyoti’s 
account of the distress. The duty of the Chittagong authorities now is to see 
that not a single life is lost from starvation, The efforts which are being made 
by the Magistrate of Midnapore to relieve the people who are suffering from 
the effects of the recent flood there, are worth imitating by every other District 
Magistrate. ‘lhe writer is far from insinuating that the Chittagong authorities 
are doing nothing to relieve distress. But what is required of them is that they 
should correctly ascertain the condition of the people and spare no expense 
where distress really exists. Considering that agitation regarding the distress 
was started in proper time, Government will earn no small disgrace if it allows 
a single poor creature to die of starvation in the district. 

53. The Bankura Darpan of the Ist August says that there has been 


ee a ae ee rain in the district and the cultivators 
ik SSC ke in. despair. | 


. VI.—MIscELLANEOUvSs. 


54. The Kasipur Nivast of the 30th July is jubilant over Sir John 

Sir John Woodburn’s visit to WV 00dburn’s visit to Barisal and says that every- 

a wee’ “© body in the town, from the youngest to the oldest, 

_ is elated with joy and filled with hope on seeing 

the new Lieutenant-Governor. The year 1898 will be written in letters of 

gold in the history of Barisal, both on account of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 

visit and for the improvements introduced in the higher educational machinery 

of that town. May God bless Sir John Woodburn for his condescension in 

visiting Barisal. ota 
There is also a Bengali poem on the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit. 


55. The Sanjwvans of the 30th J w 4 | ay 08% against the appointment of a 
European 


Peppa Se ee ae ay int y doctor to the Superintendentship of 
sikh 4 been lady Porctoe «6the)«=6CCalcutta Victoria Dufferin Hospital, A 


to the Superintendentship of the European lady doctor is ignorant of the native 
Victoria Dufferin Hospital. languages and has little respect for native women. 
There are in this country native ladies who have passed the final examination 
of the Calcutta Medical College, which is, in importance and rank, next only to 
the London Medical College. Mrs. Kadambini Ganguli was the first among 
the native ladies to pass the final examination of the Calcutta Medical College. 
The authorities of the Victoria Dufferin Hospital ought to encourage her by 
appointing her to a post in that hospital. | 


Urrya Papers. 


56. The Utkaldipika of the 4th June is glad to notice that the birthday 
PSE RLS ow a _ Of Her Majesty the. Queen-Empress of India 
akin by Gisele" Mas colebrated by the Raja of Manju with grea 
57. Referring to the proceedings of the last Mohurrum festival in Cuttack, 

| the same paper observes that the expected visitors 

,. Senta. Saving) the Mebeergen end spectators from the interior of the district were 
o red away by terrible rumours to the effect that 

a general massacre of the citizens was in contemplation, ‘and that plague, 


Pod 


¥ 


inoculation was to be carried on with the assistance of the military. 


[7 


58, The death of Mr. Gladstone, the late Premier of England is noticed At Univa rarzns. 


by all the native papers of Orissa, which Spe of 


The late Mr. Gladstone. = = is liberal views in terms of sympathy and appro- 


ou The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 8th June is sorry to find that the 


Sambalpur Municipality is indifferent to the plague 

The Sambalpur Municipality precautions that are being taken in every muni- 

Se cipality in India, .and observes that the local 

authorities should lose no time in taking such precautions against the spread of 
the disease as may be found necessary under the existing circumstances. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


60. The Silchar of the second fortnight of June is glad to learn that the 

Cachar Local Board has allotted Rs. 12,400 to 

Educational allotment for primary education in this year’s budget. Consider- 

— ing, however, the backward state of education in 

the district and the poverty of its people, a larger sum ought to have been 
allotted for the purpose. fe 

61. The same paper complains of the indifference of the Cachar Local 
Board in the matter of water-supply and the supply 
of medical aid to mufassal people. The excavation 
of tanks and wells and the establishment of dispensaries in the mufassal ought 
to receive prompter attention from the Board. That the needs of the people 
receive little attention is because the Board’s business is carried on mainly by 
the European members, whom the native members never think of opposing. 
It is said that the members distribute among themselves all the contracts which 
are given by the Board. 

62. ‘lhe same paper complains of the negligence of the rural messengers 
in Cachar in delivering letters in time. The atten- 
tion of the authorities has been drawn to the 
matter more than once, but without effect. Ifthe number of existing messen- 
gers appears on enquiry to be short of that required for making a punctual 
delivery of letters, it ought to be increased. Anyhow, the inconvenience of 
the public ought not to remain. 


Water-supply, &c., in Cachar. 


A postal complaint. 
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